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The Minister for Railways: That was th
AW.U. official’s motor,

Mr. LINDSAY: One of these men is an
AW.U. official, and the other is a Labour
" Bureau official. The Labour Bureau official
should nof have been there.

The Premier: The object of that offieial
was fo try and esfablish branches of the
Labour Bureau in country districts to meet
the situation which has been mentioned.

The Minister for Mines: He was sent there
for thai very purpose.

Mz, LINDSAY : If he established a branch
of the Labour Bureau at Kununoppin, the
result is that not a man has been engaged
there. I admii that in the district I see a
great number of Southern Europeans.

The Minister for Mines: 1 bef you saw
a few in work,

Mr; LINDSAY : It is peculiar that I saw
very few in work, the reason being, T think,
that the district is newly settled, and settied
mostly by Agricultural Bank clients, whiist
the Minister’s policy is to refuse to allow
Agricultural Bank money to be paid as wages
to Southern Europeans. 1 believe the South-
ern Buropeans are camped there in the hope
of getting work in future. Eventually there
may be serious dilliculties to contend with
as regards those Southern Europeans. [f
we do not like to have them in the country
and will not allow them to work here, we
should repatriate them to their own country.

The Premier: It is not the responsibility
of this Government to look after foreigmers.

My, LINDSAY : T have dealt with various
subjects this evening, but I have not dealt
with any of the customary small rvequests
from my electorate. My hope, notwithstand-
ing that omission, js that Ministers will in
future agree, as they have always agreed
in the past, to certain requests submitted
by me, T expect to put up quite a number
of them presently. My position is that of
representative of the largest agrieultural
electorate in the State, in which there is
more new settlement going on than in any
other portion of Western Australia. In dis-
enssing the 3,500 farms scheme and new rail-
ways, members are apt to forget that there
is country north of Southern Cross as well
as south.

The Premier: There are some bad roads in
vour electorate, too.

Mr. LINDSAY : Yes. Probably more than
500 of the 3,500 farms are situated in my
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electorate. Three years ago I gave the House
some figares as to the production of the
Toodyay electorate, showing that it produced
a quarter of the wheat grown in Western
Australia, The quantity then was 5,000,000
bushels. T lave obtaived the corresponding
figures for the year just closed, and they
show that Toodyay for that year produced
8,600,000 bushels of wheat, in addition 1o
other commodities, Therefore I am com-
pelied to throw myself on the mercy of the
Government. I come to them with so many
requests because I have g much greater pro-
portion of the State to represent than have
many ofher members, I understand it is the
Government’s intention to bring down a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. I hope that the
measure will be on just lines, and that be-
fore it is debated an attempt will be made
to get people in ountlying couniry distriets
on the rolls.

On motion by Mr. Chesson, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.m.

Acegislative Council,
Wednesday, 15tk August, 1928,
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Leave ol absence .. it
Bills: Navigation Act Amendment, 1R. ... w171
Peatling Act Amendment, 1R. ... e 171
Whallng, 1n. . 171
Address-in-Reply, sixth day ... e 17

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.,, and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom
{North) on the ground of ill-health.
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BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1. XNavigation Act Amendment.
2. Pearling Act Amendment.
3. Whaling.
Introduced by the Honorary Minister
and read a first fime.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON J. CORNELL (South) [4.38]: It
can be said of Governors’ Speeches that in
most respects they resemble pulpit ser-
mons, except that a Governor’s Speech is
never prepared by the individual who reads
it, whereas generally a sermon is written
by the minister who delivers it. Both
types of utterances endeavour to depiet
the past and foretell the future, and each
ends with a divine invocation that some of
ug are sadly in need of. At the outset of
my remarks, I desive to deal with the ques-
tion of unemployment. The (Governor’s
Speech tells us that the wheat yield for last
season was a record for Western Australia,
but it omits to tell us that at that partien-
lar time uvnemployment had reached its
highest peak in the history of the State.
Despite what is said for and against un-
employment, I think it can truly be said
that up to the present, like the poor, it has
always heen with us. Many and varied
reasons have been advanced in explanation
of the causes of unemployment. I am going
to advanee a veason for it, in my own
opinion a very pofent reason too, and the
phase I shall refer to has not yet heen
touched upon by any other hon. member
in this Chamber, while very little has been
said on the point by those who profess to
have knowledge of the canses of this great
problem. I refer to motor transport. We
are living in an age that is very little con-
cerned abont to-morrow. The prevailing
desire to get the best out of to-day, day
by day, acnd to let to-morrow take ecare of
itself. Hon. members need no reminder
from me as to where we would be likely
to land ourselves if we applied that policy
to onr own domestic affairs. We all know
that for most of ws there would come n
time when the limit would be reached and
the storekeeper, for instance, would s=ay,
“T bhave been glad of your custom to date,
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but I ean carry you no further.” In Perth
to-day it may be said that those who drive
motor cars for pleasure, eonsider those who
do not possess ears are persons of no class.
It is generally admitted that motor trans-
port is an essential in most industries, but
it is just as generally admitted that even
in indnstry to-day motor transport is over-
done, and involves unnecessary waste of
time and expense, all of which adds to the
cost of industry itself. It is recognised
that motor transport is necessary for far-
mers, particularly those who are operating
in remote localities, but it is also accepted
that most farmers who possess cars, either
on time payment or otherwise, spend too
much time in fravelling about in them,
That form of conveyance has annihil-
ated distance, but has brought disad-
vantages in its trail. I have ipstanced one
disadvantage, that of the farmer fravel-
ling about for pleasure and spending time
in his motor ear that could more profit-
ably be spent upon work about the farm,
It may also be regarded as an undisputed
faet that thousands of people in receipt of
selaries of less than £7 per week possess,
but do not own, motor cars for the pur-
pose of pleasure. T tried that game out
for three months, and I receive more than
C7 per week. T found T could not do it,
1f T persisted, T realised that it would be
a rase of all for to-day and nothing for
to-morrow.  Still, there are people who
Bindly follow the policy of owning a
motor ear merely for the purpose of in-
dulging in the psychology of motion. An-
other teason influencing such people is the
Tact that their neighbour owns a motor
car as well, Hon members will admit that
no individual, even in the metropolitan
area, who has domestic obligations, can
rear a family, provide something for the
future, and run a motor ecar, if he is in
receipt of a salary of only £7 a week. It
has been urged that because one person in
four in some States of U.S.A. owns a
motor car, we in Australia should fol-
low a similar eourse. There is this funda-
mental difference that has to be taken into
consideration. Whereas Americans make
motor cars and consequently the money ex-
pended in making them cireulates amongat
the American workmen and the American
people generally, quite 75 per cent. of the
original cost of motor cars bought in Aus-
tralia, together with the money spent upon
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accessories, repairs and general roaning,
leaves Australia, never to return exeept in
the form of a loan.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You would not have
the farmer go back to a pony?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not suggesting
something for the foolish. If we did manu-
facture motor cars in Australia, the money
spent on their purchase, even by those peo-
ple who would be better without them, would
be advantageous to the community in that
it wonld be circulated through the various
trades and industries of Australis. Buc
to-day the money for motor cars goes out
of the country and does not return escept,
as I have stated, in the form of loans., It
bas been said that booze gradually drives
some people to insolveney, to the asylum, to
8 hospital, to a gaol, or fo. the grave,
I think it ean be safely said that
for every person booze drives to either
of those places, at least five persons
nowadays will drive to the same des-
tination in an automobile. I have stressed
that phase of extravagance because I
consider it is one of the fundamental rea-
sons for so much of the unemployment pre-
vailing in Australia to-day. The same ex-
travagance is illustrated by the craze for
player pianos and other luxuries that the
Australian thinks he is entitled to have
equally with the people in the countries
where they are made. That is where the
difference comes in. They are not made in
Australia, but good Australian money is sent
out of the eountry for their purechase, The
Australian enjoys the pleasure of them,
whereas the people who make them have the
advantage of the money being cireulated in
their country. The effects of these desires
for pleasure are coming home to roost with
a vengeance. Let me now turn to the prob-
lem of nnemployment. Lt is worth eonsider-
ing whether any particular brand of party
Government can remedy this state of affairs.
We have been told—and I have said it my-
geif—that with a Labour Government in
power unemployment would become a thing
of the past.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
once, too.

Hon. J. CORNELL:
longer believe it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not many people
believe you, either.

You believed it

I did, but T no

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J, CORXELL: Perbaps it was one
of my shorteomings. The hon. member has
supporters who believe in his shortcomings;
otherwize he would not be oceupying a seat
in this House. It has frequently been said
that when Labour came inlo power, unem-
ployment would vanish., I have no desire o
make a tiit at the present Government, or
at any other Labour Government. I desire
merely to take a retrospective glance and
to point out that the goal sought is as far
off as ever it was. The problem of unem-
ployment invoives something bigger than
mere party politics. I think the Leader of
the House will agree with me, even if Mr.
Williams does not, that that is a reasonable
standpoint for which to approach the ques-
tion. We have had two periods, each cover-
ing 41% years, of continuous Labour Govern-
ment, nine years in all. Yet we find that
after the second 414 years period of Labour
Government, unemployment has reached the
highest peak in the history of the State.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Because of the m-
troduction of so many foreigners whom you
eulogise.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If we turn to the
other States that are not governed by
Labour, we find that exaetly a similar posi-
tion prevails there. It is not time that e,
who are supposed to be able to advise the
citizens of this eountry, came to a common
understanding that the problem of unem-
ployment is purely an economic one, and
that no Government has ever been sble to
find a sabisfactory solution of it? Let me
refer to another phase, I do not mention
the Labour Government with any idea of
having & tilt at them, but I do wish to refer
to their inconsistency. It was said that,
with Labour in power, never again would
the police be used against the workless as
it was by the capitalist or landed-gentry
type of Government. Only a few weeks ago
I witnessed in Perth the speectacle of the
police being used in such a way ss was com-
parable only with their use during the
shearers’ strike 35 years ago.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Did you see the police
used 35 years ago?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I was in that strike
and I ought to know. I say that the police
were nsed against the unemployed with less
justifieation than they were used against
the workers 35 years ago.
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Hon: C. B. Williams: There was no jus-
tification for their use onm either occasion.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am endeavouriug
to peint ont the inconsistency of Labour,
and to show that, despite the statemenis
that the police would not be used against
the workers, they were used; and I main-
tain there was no necessitv for it. A few
years ago there was a strike of tearoom
employees in Perth. On that oceasion I de-
nounced the action of the police and the
Government, and I make bold to say that
individuals now wont to condone the use
of the police against the unemployed were
not too serupulous in obeying the law dur-
ing the strike of tearoom employees, The
poliee were not over-zealous in putting the
law into operation against those people.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That is & very nice
way of putting it.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I always try to be
gentlemanly. 1 eclaim that there was as
much need to use the police during the tea-
room strike in order to uphold the rights of
citizens as there was during the unemployed
demonstrations. I was not present at the
cclebration when Sir John Forrest received
a poke in some part of his anatomy, ‘but.I
can say that during my 30 odd years in
Western Australia I had never before seen
the police twmed out—mounted police
equipped not with rifles and bayonets but
with batons—to prevent & few unemployed
from making a demonstration.

Hon, E. H. Gray: You have not seen
them like that before?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Then vou have not been
to Fremantle. .

Hon. J. CORNELL: T had the good sense
to keep away from Fremantle because I did
not approve of the methods used, and I do
not approve of them now. I have always
held the opinion that where reason will not
prevail in 4 British eommunity, force is not
going to sueceed. What were the unem-
ployed doing? They were merely availing
themselves of the traditional right of Britigh
people to demonstrate for the purpose of
airing their grievanees,

The Honorary Minister: We have never
denied them that right.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is said that they
broke the traffie regulations. If the
unemployed infringed the trafic laws, the
people eoncerned in the tearcoms strike
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were ten times worse, bui nothing was said
or done in their case. It is an inherent right
of the Britisher to demonstrate and give
vent to his feelings, so long as he commits
no violence against constituted authority,
That is all the unemployed were doing, and
bad they been spoken to sensibly, and met,
as they should have been, there would have
been no need for the police to be used as
they were. All history teaches us that
British people find a safety valve, not in
vesorting to violence, but in bearing from
Fome leader a recital of their grievances. It
the unemployed erred against the traffic re-
gulations, they erved only as Britishers have
done for a century, and they did not err to
any greater extent than many others have
done in this city even during the last five
years. As far as the unemployed are con-
cerned, 1 desire to extend my congratula-
tions to Mr, Fraser for speaking as he did.
The occasion warranted the remarks he made,
because if anything that is not eompatible
with good citizenship and !good govern-
ment eomes from any section of the com-
munity, a member of Parligment is entirely
lacking in his duty if he does not utter a
protest. Turning to land settlement, the
Speech sets out that the demand for land
was never greater than it is at present. But
it omits to say that duricg the first three
years of the administration of the present
Government, that Government did very
little, if anything, to carry on the policy of
opening up the eastern wheat and sheep
lands as Sir James Mitchell did. Tt was not
until Mr, Troy took over the eontro] of the
Lands Department that anything really
tangible was done in the way of opening
up the wheat lands eastward and north-
word, I give Mr, Troy the eredit that is
due to him for discoverina, as soon as he
assumed control of the Lands Department,
that if the progress of the State was to
eontinue, it could only be continued by the
adoption of a vigorous policy of land settle-
ment and development. T am not here to
apologise for Sir James Mitchell, but while
we hear a good deal about his failings and
shortecomings, we never hear anything
about his virtmes, He may not have any,
hut in my opinion he has oune.

Hon. J. R. Brown: His love of cigarettes.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That may be a weak-
ness, not a virtue. No man, living or dead,
in the State has done so much to open up
the agrienltural resources of a State as has
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been done by Sir James Mitchell, and
I think ecredit is due to him for that
from friend and foe alike. There is a refer-
ence in the Speeck te railway rates and the
record wheat yield, and I think that what
has been achieved can reasonably be attri-
buted to the policy embarked upon by
Sir James Mitehell during the period he was
either Minister for Lands, er Premier of the
State. The worst I wish Mr. Troy is that
he will continue vigorously to open up
our available wheat and sheep Iands
and follow in the footsteps of Sir James
Mitchell. Tf he does that there will continue
that prosperity that we have been enjoying
during recent years. Mr. Williams, by way
of interjection, touched on the subject of
migration.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I want you to ex-
plain your attitude.

Hon. J. CORNELL: My desire is to be
concise. I am aware that the Standing
Orders set out that no member may
read his speech, but as this is a subject on
which I desire to carefully choose my re-
marks, tecanse I have been so entirely mis-
represented

Hon. €. B. Williams interjected.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If the hon. member
will keep quiet, he will hear what is eoming.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon, J. CORNELL: As Mr. Williams is
a new member, I, as an old member of this
House, will give him all that consideration
and tolerance that is due to him.

The PRESTDENT : Hon. members will
have ample opportunity fo reply to Mr.
Cornell’s remarks if they so desire.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Regarding the policy
of tha Agricnltaral Bank, loans are granted
only in those cases where British labour is
employed. 1 was the first Parliamentarian
in this State to tackle this question fairly,
squarely and honestly, and when I did so, T
was only giving utterance to whaf was
thought by other Parliamentarians, who were
afraid to give expression to those thoughts.

Hon. E. H. Gray: I question that

Hon. J. CORNELL: I notice of late that
shy Parliamentarians, who thought that the
question might be brought np at election
time, have got over that stage of nervous-
ness and are now coming out into the open
and saying something similar to what I said
a year ago. We can put aside altogether
the question whether Britishers or Southern
Ituropeans shall elear the land or enter into
business such as the selling of fish or the
opening of fish shops. That, however, is not
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the question. The real issue is as to what
we are going to do about Sonthern
European migration. Are we going to stand
for the total exelusion of Southera Euro-
peans, or are we going to admit an annnal
quota?

Hon. J. R. Brown: It does not make much
difference to us.

Hon. J. CORNELL:: Those are the only
two logical standpoints. Members will ad-
mit that the fundamental question is whether
we are going to stand for total exelusion or
admit a quota. Let us asswne and also agree
that the question whether we shall have total
exclusion or admit a quota does not concern
this Parliament; it is a Commonwealth
matter. We will assume, for the sake of
argument, that the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment to-morrow favoured the total exclusion
of Southern Europeans. Would that be
practicable? Could it be given effect to? If
members want an illustration as to whether
or not the total execlusion policy could te
given effect, to which eountry would they
turn? They would turn to the great United
States of America. What do we find thera?
The United States has a population of
120,000,000; the country has an enormous
navy and enormous resources. Do we find
that great country adopting a policy of tofal
exclusion? No. Why? Because the policy
of total exclusion earries with it international
complications with the probable inevitable
result, war. If the TUnited States, in its
wisdom, and with its 120,000,000 people,
considered it could not stand up to the poliey
of total exclusion of all the foreign races,
how could Western Australis hope to do so?
What did the United States do? That coun-
try adopted the quota systemn. Some bon.
members might say that we would go to war.
If we did, we would ask who were going to
help us. Should Japan or Italy take
us up? It is known and accepted to-
day that even the British Labour Party,
led - by Mz, Ramsay MaeDonald, does
not believe in a white Australia poliey,
let alone the exclusion from Australia of
olher nationals. We bhave to face the
position as it stands. Whether T go up or
down in the public life of this country, I
think the time has arrived when honest men
should take g stand. T will not stand for a
policy of total execlusion, because it is not
capable of consummation. What is the other
alternative? It is the adoption of the quota
system, that every year we shall admit to
Australia a eertain number from other coun-
tries.
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Hon. C. B. Williams: And employ them
before our own ecuntrymen!

Hon. J. CORNELL: If we saccept the
policy of the quota—I1 know that I have not
many supporters of the policy of total ex-
elugion—

Hon. E. H. Gray: You never heard me
advocate thatf.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If we acecept the
policy of the quota, it logically and auto-
matically follows that the nationals we per-
mit to enter Australia should have the right
te work and enjoy the citizenship of the
country that permits them to enter.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Would you give
preference to the native-born Australian?

Hon. J. CORNELL: That does not enter
into the question I am srguing at this staze.
I am arguing that if we adopt the quota
system, it automatically follows that it is the
right of the nationals we admit, to live and
work and enjoy the full citizenship of the
country. Then it becomes the choice of the
individuel whe is geing to offer employment
whether or not he will employ his own kith
and kin or employ other nationals. The
question as to who shall employ the foreigner
is not a matter for the Federal or State
Legislature and therefore should not enfer
into this debate.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It then beeomes a
question of patriotism.

Hon, J. CORNELL: As the hon. member
interjeeted, it will depend on the patriotism
of the people. We have admitted that total
exclusion is not capalle of consummation.
1& s also admitted that if we allow
nationals to enter this eonniry, they must
have the same rights as we enjoy. Whether
or not those people can avail themselves of
those rights will rest with the .citizenship
of the country to which they come. Mr.
Gray, by way of interjection the other
night, said the Federal Governmeni were
largely responmsible for the existing unem-
ployment. My inferpretation of that re-
mark is that if it be so, the same charge
can also be aimed at the Federal Govern-
ment on the admittance of aliens. I am
not going into the argumeni whether or not
the alien has been the canse of unemploy-
ment in Australin. That is a highly de-
batable question. I have heard from Mr.
Gray, and from the Premier, and from Sir
James Mitchell and others that when mi-
gration into Western Anstralia was at its
highest peak, unemployment was at its
lowest. If members will take the trouble
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to refresh their memories they will find that
during the highest peak of migration into
Western Australia, the gold mining indus-
try was near its zenith. And at that period
there were as many Southern Europeans
coming into Western Australia as there
are to-day. So the question of unemploy-
ment is much more fundamental than the
mere question of what nationals we shall ad-
mit into the country. Assuming for argu-
ment’s sake that if the Southern European
migration to Australia is as Mr. Gray has
said, & cause of unemployment, we find our-
selves in this position: Recently Mr. Bruoce
declared against any poliey of total exelu-
sion of Southern Europeans, and said his
Government intended to continue admitting
them on such a basis as would maintain the
Australian citizenship at a standard of 98
per cent. Britisk origin. That was a de-
finite statement from the Prime Minister of
Australia. He is against the total exelu-
sion of aliens, but he favours keeping the
Australian population 98 per cent. British
origin, Let us turn to the Leader of the
Opposition in the House of Representatives,
Mr, Seullin, I have already said that this
is a question of nationals, and whether or
not they shall be admitted. We must take as
a criterion of the future the policies of the
two leaders in the Federal arena. I have
read all that Mr. Secullin has said on the
subject, but I have yet to learn that he, the
Leader of the Federal Opposition, who somn
day may be Prime Minister, has made a de-
finite declaration as to whether he is in
fuvour of Mr. Bruce's policy of admittance,
or whether he prefers the poliey of total ex-
clusion.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: He dare not
do it.

Hon, J. CORNELL: He has a public duty
to perform, namely that he shall boldly
stand either for the policy of total exclu-
sion, or for the policy of admittance of a
definite quota which ghall not reduce the
citizenship of British origin below & certam
percentage. That cannot be said to be un-
fair criticism of Mr. Scullin. The point to
be deecided is whether we shall admit those
nationals and if so, in what numbers? So
muech for alien labour. I feel that I may
be misinterpreted as criticising the Govern-
ment unduly, But let us take railway con-
gtruction. Since the present Govermment
came into office, 94 miles of railway have
been constructed and handed over to the
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Working Railways Department. I know that
money has been tight and that the Govern-
ment have had other diffienlties to eonfront.
Yet I do not think the most friendly sup-
porter of the Government is satisfied that
the construction of the Norseman-Salmon
Gums railway and of the Lake Grace-Newde-
gate line marks a rate of progress in rail-
way constrietion commensurate with the re-
quirements of Western Australia, In this
respect the Government have been a little
too tardy.

The Honorary Minister:
are wrong.

Hon, J. CORNELL: What other lines
have been opened besides the Norseman-
Salmon Gums, and the Lake Grace-Newde-
gate—both fortunately in my constituency?
Certainly that rate of railway construction
is not commensurate with the requirements
of this State, Let me refer to the projected
Kalgarin railway. Two years ago the peo-
ple of Kalgarin were promised a railway
if the Railway Advisory Board reported
favourably before the closing of Parliament.
That promise wos made by the Premier.
Yet I exonerate the Premier from all blame
for what happened afterwards. The Pre-
mier promised that & Bill would be brought
down to authorise the construction of the
line, and fhat he would put £10,000 on the
Loan Estimates for the preliminary survey.
He did that, but he was over-ruled on the
point of bringing down a Bill for the con-
struction of the railway.

Hon. W. J, Mann: Then he, too, must
have his bosses.

Hon. H. A, Stephenson: Who stopped
him#?

Hon, J. CORNELL: The Leader of the
House can convey to the Premier the assur-
ance that the people of Kalgarin think as I
think, namely, that the Premier was not to
blame for the non-fulfilment of his promise,
The peosition at Kalgarin is this: Its nearest
railway point, Kondinin, has the record as
a wheat-receiving station in Western Aus-
tralia. Over 50 per cent. of that record
quantity of wheai was grown in the Kal-
gavin distriet, and hauled dizstances averag-
ing 26 miles and as far as 32 miles over roads
that the Chief Justice described in this way:
“For want of another name we call them
roads.” On the promise of a railway, the
Agricultural Bank advanced full loans to
the settlers up to 35 miles from Kalgarin.
Fortunately for the bank, there is down

Your figures
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there an excellent type of seftler, and the
distriet is a good one,.  The trouble was {hat
the Kalgarin district had very little in com-
mon with the 3,500 farms scheme. As a
matter of faet, the Railway Advisory Board
recommended the construction of the Laka
Grace-Kalgarin railway before the 3,500
farms scheme was adopted. Exactly the
sanie may be said of the Dullfinch-Lake
Brown railway. The trouble was that the
Premiex could not eontrol the trend of
events, and so it became impracticable for
him to fulfil his promise to the Kalgarin
people. However, I trust that railway will
be authorised this session, for I am certain
the Premier will agree that the building
of the line is better warranted fo-day than
it was two years ago. I wish to refer to the
Lake Magenta settlers, who ave 35 miles
from anywhere. Thal distriet is 35 miles
from Pingrup and 35 miles from Newde-
gate. The settlers there have been allowed
to go ont on the land, but fhe Agricultural
Bank, having been caught once over the
Kalgarin distriet, is not going to be caught
again. So those settlers, cqnal to the best
settlers anywhere to be found in Western
Anstralia, are to-day stranded 35 miles from
4 railway, and withoui any support from
the Agrienltural Bank. It is up to the pow-
ers that be to tell thuse people what the
foture holds for them. Then there is
the position of the Ravensthorpe settlers.
The Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun settlers
have arailway, it is trne, but it is of little vi<e
to them, That railway was constructed for
mining purposes. If a man grows wheat
at Ravensthorpe he is muleted in a freight
and handling charge of 11%d. per buoshel,
which, all farmers will agree, renders his
position impossible. The continuation of the
Newdegnte railway eastward into the Lake
King country, and thenee south to Ravens-
thorpe, 30 miles, would take in the south emt
of the 3,300 farms scheme and link up Rav-
ensthorpe with the main railway system.
That would give to the settlers there an equal
chance with those in other parts of the State
of growing wheat at a profit. The
Leader of the House knows that the
position down there to-day is quite un-
tenable, and that the Ravensthorpe people
are only hanging on in the hope of hetter
days. Then the Phillips River people
should be told plainly whether or not there
is any hopn of a harbour being made at
Hopetoun or, failing Hopetoun, at Cutham
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Inlet. If there he no chance of making a
good harbour at either place they should be
told which is going to be their nearest pout.
Some say that Hopetoun ean he made into a
harbour, while others heold that it cannot.
Myr. Stileman is the man to give a decision,
and the people of Phillips River would be
perfectly satisfied with his finding,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Failing that, should
they not connect with Albany?

Hon, J. CORNELL: No, with Esperance.
T congratulate the Government on their sef-
tlement of miners at Southern Cross. No
doubt many of these men will make good.
Some of them, however, are as much as 33
miles from a railway, and are in an impos-
sible position. If they are to be left thera
under such conditions, 1t were better they
had never been sent there. Railway com-
munication must be given to them as early
as possible,

Hon. J. R. Brown: And so it will be,

Hon, J. CORNELL: There again a length
of railway to serve them could be utilized to
serve also a portion of the 3,500 farms
scheme and eventually extended south-east
to Salmon Uums, if the counfry in between
is what the 3,500 farms area is said to be.
I now come to the question of the Esper-
ance harhour. Long aud patiently have th2
local people waited for something to be
done. If is expected that, as a wheat-grow-
ing proposition, the Esperance distriet will
come into its own this season. If the Chief
Secretary and I have little to thank our-
selves for, we must appreciale the faet that
though we are both older than the Esperance
jettv, neither of us has yet hecome as de-
erepit. Anything is likely to happen to that
strutire.  Reasonable harbour facilities
shonid be given to the wheatgrewer in the
Esperance district as early as possible. The
lack of sucl facilities must cause delay and
add to the eost of handling. T also wish to
refer to the Bullfinch, Turkey Hill, Wheatly
water schemes. These schemes have hung
fire more than two vears. Whilst I
congratulate the Government on their en-
deavour to proceed in a logiea! manner with
the work of providing reasonable water sup-
plies for the agrienltural distriets, I urge
that soma early consideration ehould be
given to the settlers in these localities. They
should be told whether or not reasonable
water facilities are feasible, and at what
cost. 1 understand it is propesed to
provide water on the gravitation basis.

177

This will suit some of the farmers,
but will not serve others. ' I know
anything of the futare of that dis-
trict, it will eventually become a mixed
farming proposition, for wheat and sheep,
and be one of the best in the State.-Whilsi
people can grow wheat profitably on =
limited water supply, it is impossible tv
run sheep unless there is an adequate sup-
ply of stoek water available. A good deal
of progress has been made in the disiriet,
and the settlers are grateful for what the
Government have done, but the position
warrants something more being done, and
an early decision being arrived at with re-
gard to water supply, That which hLas
been done in the way of development in
the last four yvears is an eye-opener. It
brings home to anyone the respoansibility
that is entailed upon the Government to
keep up with the ever advancing progress
of the State, and provide those require-
ments that are so essential to its continued
prosperity. Mr. Mann dealt in an ad-
mirable way with the South-West, T now
wish to refer particularly to the Peel and
Bateman Estates. As Mr. Holmes has prob-
ably told the House, he was chairman of
the Royal Commission which made eertain
recommendations concerning the estates.
Mr. (ray was also a member of the Com-
mission. The report of that body was
unanimous. I think T am safe in saying
that the mair consideration of members of
the Commission, when they met to frame
their report, was not as to what would he
said, but as to what should not be said
lest such statements might damage the re-
putation of the State.

Hon, A. Lovekin: That is su.

Hon. J. CORNELL:: The Commission
did not express one-tenth of the thoughts
its members would have liked to express.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Quite eorrect,

Hon. J. CORNELL: It did not desire to
damage the reputation of the State. Mem-
bers who will take pains to read that re-
port will find that, although the Commis-
sion consisted of laymen, practically every-
thing that was said has come to pass. The
mistakes and the eontinuation of the mis-
takes are chargesble to both Governments.
Before the report of the Commission was
available T heard the Minister for Mines
(Hon. 5. W. Munsie) nsing as a lever for
the defeat of the late Government the evi-
dence that was tendered before the Com-
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missior, and putting it forward as the
reason why the previous Government should
be convicted of mal-administration, in re-
speet of the Peel Estate if of nothing else.
The Peel ‘Estate has been carried on for
almost four years since that eventful day,
and the Minister in question has been a
member of the Cabinet ever since. It is
idle for the present Government to blame
the previous one, or for the past Govern-
ment to blame the present one. They are
equally culpable. If they had taken the
advice even of luymen they would not have
landed the State in the position in which
il now finds itself. The only thing to com-
mend the estate 1s its proximity to the
city. It is alleged that the engineers are
at fault regarding drainage. Some members
of the Commission said that if the drains
constructed would be eapable of carrying
away the rush of water from the hills, them
no conumissioner knew enough abount drain-
age to drain his own backyard. Not
only has the scheme from the dairying
point of view been condemned, but
all the provisions that have been made
for drainage and the prevention of
flooding have also been condemned. All
these failures are referred to in the
report of the Commission, which was
treated as so much waste paper. The main
argnment used against Mr. Holmes, Mr.
Lovekin, and the Commission generally
was that they were anxions to get even
with Sir James Mitechell and put him inte
Opposition. I have never believed that
statement. Sir James did get into Op-
position, but this did not do away with
the many facts the Commission sought te
bring forward. The Commission recom-
mended over four years ago that a board
shonld be appointed, practically on the
same lines as the board which has been ap-
pointed. The Commission was of opinion
that if a board were appointed, its mem-
bers shonld be paid higher salaries than
any set of individuals ever received in this
State, and that before long the State
would be money in poeket, as the outeome
of the economy that would be exercised in
purchasing the requirements of the estates.
That has truly come to pass. The money
that has been squandered in making the
purchases, without the direetion of men
who ought to know, has been tremendous.
With regard to the 3,500 farms scheme, I
am of opinion that, reasonably managed,
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the areas in the South Provinee will de-
liver the goods. I am also of opinion that
too much publicity has been given to the
proposal. There has been a tendency to fly
our own kite too high, and talk of
the greatness of things which cannot
be great for seven or eight years.
I contend that has been another factor
in adding to miseonception in West-
ern Australia, inasmuch as it has induced
mwany men to come here who would otherwise
have stayed away. [ also wish fo stress a
point with regard to the use of migration
money. If it is a contingency that 50 per
cent. of migrants shall be brought into this
country and given farms in that scheme, he-
fore the State receives the migration money,
then I am opposed entirely to the prineiple.
I consider there are enough Western Ans-
tralians and Australians-and other British
people now domiciled in Australia to settle
all that country. They should be given the
prior right to take up the land, in preference
to those who may be brought here and put
upon it. If we furn our memories back we
will recollect that all our agricultural devel-
opment has been carried out with ordinary
loen funds, and that our citizens have been
given the opportunity to which they were
entitled. I have yet to learn that any less
has been ineurred by this method. If there
has been a loss, it is generally speaking in-
finitesimal. We have at all events heen able
to develop our agricultural resources in the
past. We do not know what we are doing if
we take this cheap migration money, and
agree that a sine qua non to getting it 1s
that we shall bring a number of migrants
from the Old Country, and put them on our
wheat and sheep lands on the basis of fifty-
fifty with our own Australian citizens.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is really not cheap
money.

Hon. J. CORNELL: No. All that cheap
money is needed for is for the development
of parts of the South-West where it takes
a long time to bring land into a state of
productivity, Our wheat and sheep land
becomes reproductive, as many farmers
know, almost from the start. The loss there
is almost infinitesimal. I now come to the
question of the reeent revival of the mining
industry in the Kalgoorlie distriet. I am
pleased to see the signs there, Whether Kal-
goorlie 15 destined to come into its
own is mainly a question for- the peo-
ple concerned, plus reasonable Iederal
or State assistance, and all the high
technical advice it is possible to ex-
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tend to them. With regard to the dust
troubles, and their effeet upon miners, I have
no fault to find with the medical examina-
tions or the compensation side of the ques-
tion, but I have some fault to find with the
prevention side. Sinee the Miners' Phthisis
Act was proclaimed, through Dr. Nelson we
have conceived some idea of the medical side,
but we have no idea of what is to follow on
the other side, nor do we know what progress
is being made in the methods to be adopted
to arrest the disease and eliminate it from
the industry. The essential side of miners'
phthisis is not the medical inspeetion or
compensation aspeet; the essential side is
the prevention of the caunse which bringsy
about the disease. Then there is the question
of bringing a few old Dhattlers now
outside the pale within the scope of
compensation, to which they are entitled
without a shadow of doubt. It is only be-
cause of a mere technicality that they are
excluded from the provisions of the Aet.
More humane consideration should te ex-
tended to them. The costs involved would
not be great, and they certainly should get
the benefit of any compensation that is avail-
able for them. [ know of two men who to-
gether worked a show for years. One man
gave it op and, with assistance from the
prospecting board, went prospecting about
two miles away. Later the other man threw
up the mine, and his wife took it up in con-
Junction with another man and worked it as
a prospecting avea, the hmsband working
for his wife. He underwent a medical
examination, and as a result he is to-day re-
ceiving compensation. How be underwent
medical examination I do not know, but he
was medically examined and thus brought
within the purview of the Act. The first
man did not undergo a medical examination,
and to-day he is at Wooroloo, drawing 4s.
per week. Mr. Williamns is conversant with
that case, and I think he will say it is one
upon which he ean agree with me. Now I
desire to refer to the use of Government
motor cars, Recently there has been com-
ment upon the use of Government motor cars
for other than Government buminess. Bnt
whet about the big guns? What abount the
Premier putting his motor car on the train
and taking it off at Coolgardie to go fto
Esperance, going there in the interests of a
party candidate, not even accompanied by
the member for the distriet and without ex-
tending an invitation to the members repre-
senting the province? The Premier returned
with his car to Kalgoorlie, and during the
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whole of the trip he had with him the selected
Labour candidate for the Senate. If the
Premier can use a Government car in that
manner and to that extent, it is time we
were fold what is the limit of Government
officials in the same regard.

Hon. J. R. Brown: I suppose you us:
Government stamps on all those wires you
send.

Hon. J. CORNELL: How about another
Minister, who for a long time kept his motor
on his own premises, driving it where he
liked and when he liked? YWhen comments
are being made upon departmental oflicers
using Government motor cars undulv, it
is time someone had the temerity to com-
plain of the vse of motor ears by
Ministers. I can give another instance, in
which a Government motor ear was in front
of an hotel at midnight. 1 am sure that
was not on Government business. It is well
these things should be told, not for the pur-
pose of hitting at any Government, but for
the sake of common justice and by way of
showing that the lesser offenders are not
the only sinners. I desire to vefer to threec
subjects of contemplated legislation that
are mentioned in the Governor's Speech.
One is redistribution of seats. Redistribu-
tion is generally aceepted to be necessary
from an equitable peint of view, though it
may be otherwise from the politieal aspest.
However, we shall wait and sce, as Mr.
Asquith did. Ove vote one value would, in
my opinion, be much better than the present
position, though the prineiple is difficult to
apply in a large arca like Western Aus.
trnlia.  The distribution of Assembly seats
is hardly a matter in which the Couneil
should interfere, nnless the boundaries fixed
were outrageous. We ought to allow the
Assembly lo fix the boundaries of its own
seats without undue interference from this
Chamber. If a redistribution comes abour,
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder distriet seats
should be placed on the same basis as other
country electorates, In that respeet an anown-
aly exists, and the presenl arrangement is de-
cidedly unfaiz, Now as to the proposed
Bil" for preventicn of profiteering.  The
term “profiteering’ has about as much to
commend it as hes the phrase “the right to
work’; that is to say, from the point of
view of legislating. It is my belief that
anti-profiteering  legislation in  operation
would prove just about as useful as price-
fixing proved during the war. TIn other
words, such legislation wounld defeat itself,
Again, the ferm “profiteer” is about as
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ambiguous as the term *wowser,” and has
been given as many definitions, Wowsers
generally confine themselves to two spheres
—booze and badness.  Aceording fo 3.
Brown, Babel was not in it, as numbers go,
with the profiteer. [ shall not follow up
Mr. Brown's references to the quick and the
dead, meaning law and medicine, except to
suggest that AMr. Brown bring in a Bill
authorising doetors to preseribe in peace,
as they do in war, “medicine and duty,”
which would bhe enuivalent to telling a
patient to go back to work. As regards
hospitals, my considered opinion is that
care of and attention to the maimed, sick,
and indigent is and should be a charge on
the whole of any well-ordered and humane
community. In regard to the contemplated
Bill dealing with hospital finance, 1 say,
therefore, that there is only one way to
carry out the obligation—by imposing an
equitable tax on wages and ncome, and not
by eadging or gambling or speculafive
methods.

HON. C. B, WILLIAMS (Sonth) [5.53]:
In the frst place may I thank you,
My, President, for the kind assistance you
have rendered to me as & new member, and
may I also thank hon, members generally,
irvespective of polities, for the counrteous
consideration extended to me. The last
speaker suggested that a little latitnde was
granted to new members. With all re-
spect, T do not ask for any latitude. T am
here to represent the clectors in the same
way as any other member, and if T have
not the ability to hold up my end without
being granted any latitnde, 1 must fait I
desire to congratulate the Government on
some of the work they have done during
their Iast two or three years of office. 1
refer chieflv to the Miners’ Phthizxis Art,
which has proved a great blessing to the
unfortunate men in Kalgoorlic who, having
developed tuberculosis, were compelled fo
leave the mines. There are now 600 or 700
of sneh cases, and the expenditure of the
(lovernment in this connection totalled, up
to the end of last vear, about £37,000. That
is a burden whirh has heen removed from
the mining indunstry and placed on the State
as a whole. The Governor’s Speech con-
tains some references to the mining indus-
trv, and T, as a vepresentative of a provinee
half mining and half farming, whilst ap-
preciating the Government’s efforts on be-
half of the mining industry, still have to
express the hope that the Government will
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not contribute another penny towards that
industry until the industry has done a cer-
tain thing for the Htate. The Government
have granted nassistance to the extent of
£75,000 to the Sons of Gwalia mine, to pre-
vent it from being salvaged, whilst they see
Kalgoorlie mines being salvaged all the
time. I do not know liow members repre-
genting the district in which the Sons of
Gwalia mine is situanted have been able to
convince the (overnment that it is essen-
tial for that particular mine to be assisted,
while members vepresenting the Kalgoorlie
district are compelled to stand idly by and
sce the mines there heing salvaged. Tt
is a regrettable fact that the existing pros-
perity in the Ka'goorlie distriet is due
to the faet that the largest mines theve
are being saivaged by way of tributing.
I have nothing against tributing, whieh
is a stage to which all mines must come
eventually; but it is highly regrettable that
the Government have put up so much money
to assist the mining industry in regard to its
industrizl casualties. The amount of £37,-
000 whieh I have mentioned would have been,
ag it should have been, borne by the mines if
this Chamber had done it: duty about 16
years ago. However, that is toe far to
hark back to. To-day the Kalgoorlie mines
are being salvaged by tributers, and 15-
dwt. ore is being buried. On the other hand,
Wiluna is being boomed as a low-grade pro-
position. The burying of ore at Kalgoorlie
is due to the excessive terms demanded by
the companies. Meantime the Government
sit idly by instead of amending the law relat-
ing to tributing.

Hon. E. H, Harris: I suppose you know
they promised to amend the law?

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: I understand
that is =o. I have had an opportunity of
bringing the matter under the notice of the
Minister for Mines, and I believe he will do
something to remedy the position. It is a
matter of nrgency. Thousands of tons of
15-dwt. ore in the Kalgoorlie mines are be-
ing buried. The tributer is compelled to
bury that ore becuase tributing eharges are
s¢ exorbitant that he can get nothing out of
it.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The South Kalgurli
mine treats 9-dwt. ore.

" Hon, C. B. WILLTIAMS: Yes, and shows
a4 decent profit on it every month. No
other mine there freats less than 1/4-oz.
ore. However, the tributer eannot treat
orec under 15 dwts, While that state
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of affairs continues, the Government
should mnot contribute another penny-
piece to the assistance of the gold mining in-
dustry, notwithstanding what that industry
did for Western Australia years ago. I
trust the Government will introduce such an
amendment of the law relating to tributing
as will permit tributers to work the ore in
question. My main concern in this matter|
is that the Act should be so amended thaf
the tributer will get 50 per cent. of the pro-
ceeds of ore landed at the shaft. On the
Great Bouider mine he gets a little more
than that, but on the Lake View and Star
be is lueky if he gets from 30 to 33 pen
cent. A tributer has to work pretty well
ounce stone before he can make wages. If
he works 2-oz. or 3-oz, stone, he probably
makes £10 or £12 per week, The waste re-
sulting from the inequitable condifions is
terrible to contemplate, Hon. members will
nrderstand that I am speaking of sulphide
ores. I trnst some notice will be taken of
my remarks, No doubt it is peculiar that a
mining member should express himself as
opposed to the granting of any more as-
sistanee to the mining industry, but L say
in all sincerity that such an attitude should
be maintained until the mining companies
show some initiative in working their mines
for the profit of the shareholders. At pre-
gsent men investing money in Kalgoor-
lie gold mines may as well say good-bye to it.
They have not the slightest hope of getting
their money back in view of the preseni
methods adopted in working the mines, T
say that as a praelieal miher and as the
organiser of the union that is mostly don-
cerned with mining operations. I know the
ramifications of the industry from A to 7.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Do you suggest in-
efficient work in the mines?

Hon. C, Bi WILLIAMS: No. I suggest
that there bhas been inefficient management
of the mines for vears past, not inefficient
work. I will refer to that phase more fully
when dealing with the foreign question.
Touching upon that phase of mining opera-
tions, I do not agree with the remarks of
Mr. Hamersley and others regarding the em-
ployment of foreigners. Since 1 have heen
in the State, some 18 or 19 years now, I
have worked with foreigners in the mines
and elsewhere. I-have probably seen more
foreigners than most of the other hon mem-
bers of this Chamber. I have seen 400 of
them in one camp. I have nothing against
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the Italians or the Slavs., I found fine mates
and splendid men amongst them, but my
first duty is to the race from which T have
sprung. When I have seen Britishers un-
able to get work while foreigners were able
to secure jobs, it Las roused my ire. I have
seen alleged Britishers employ foreigners
who have scarcely been able to speak Eng-
lish sufficiently to enable them to go under-
ground. In some instances the men really
could not speak enough English to warrant
their employment in mines, Yet those men
conld get work and good Britishers had to
join in unemployed demonsirations! Neo
wonder it is time that these things were
looked into. Mr, Hamersley said that the
foreigners were only fit to elear land. I
understand that Mr. ITamersley helongs to
one of the oldest families in this State. Who
farmed the land in the early days? Did
Ttalians clear the land for the early settlers?
No, it was the British settler who did that
work! In the ecircumstances did not the
remarks of Mr. Hamersley cast a slur npon
the race from which he has sprung? Was
it not a slur upon our race when he said
that only foreigners were fit to do the work?

Hon. V. Hamersley: I did not say that
the foreigners were the only men fit to do
the work.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That is what 1
understood the hon. member to say. If T am
wrong, I will willingly correct the state-
ment.

. Fon. V. Hamersley: Further than that, I
am not employing foreigners.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That is all te
the eredit of the hon. member. I assumed
from his remarks that he had employed
them.

Hon. V. Uamersley: But I want to get
the land cleared somehow, for the more Iand
we get eleared, the more work there will be
provided.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Evidently the
hon. member has more brains than to waste
his time employing these foreigners. Who
cleared the land in Western Australia? Did
the Ttalians or the Slavs do that work?

Hor. V. Hamersley: A great deal of it.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Only latteriy.

Hon. V. Hamersley: And latterly thev
have cleared land for the Government !

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I agree with
the hon. member that it is regrettable the
Government should have employed 200 or
more foreigners,
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Hon, G. W. Miles:
Government, too,

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: T am not con.
cerned whether it was a Labour Government
or any other Government, The Labour Gov-
ernment represent the workers jusi as I do,
and T do not worry about them any more
than they worry about me.

Hon, W. T. Glasheen: Do you admit these
foreigners to your unions?y

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes. 1 have
already said I have no fault to find with
Ttaitans or Slavs, but I intend to stick up
for my own country and to see that in the
land of my birih, people of British stock
shall have the prior right to work that is
available, I would not disown my Mother-
land nor would I expeet my Motherland to
disown me, when it came to providing me
with employment. If we were in a foreign
ecountry, we would not receive that prefer-
ence. How many men bave made fortunes
out of the employment of Italians in the
mines? How many shift bosses and under.
ground managers have made fortunes by eni-
ploying them at so much per head.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Shift bosses?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: Yes. For in-
stance, there was a job at the Gwalia mine.
The Britisher was killed and the price of
his job was a gold wateh and the foreigner
stepped in.

Hon: W. T. Glasheen: Yet you admire
men who would do that sort of thing?

Hon, C. B. WILLTAMS: I do not say
that I admire men of that deseription. Ou
the other hand, we have had the remarks
of Mr. Cornell who is supposed to be so
patriotie. For my part, I am supposed 1o
be one of the worst of the red raggers, Dur-
ing the war I stood up only for men of my
own race. Mr, Cornell is the patriot, I am
not supposed to be & pafriot at all. On the
other hand, I am ushamed to hear hon. mem-
bers advocating the employment of these
foreigners, some of whom fought against
our men in the war. Sowme of them came
here with the blood of some of our poor
fellows on their hands. Some of them were
enemy subjects who fought against us dur-
ing the war, but they came here and were
provided with jobs. When I see that sort
of thing happening and Britishers, who
wear the returned soldier’s badge—better
soldiers than ever Mr. Cornell was—walking
gbout and unable to get work, and then hear
remarks such as we have heard in Parligment

And that a Labour
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about the employment of foreigners, I cer-
taioly feel hurt. It has not pleased me to
see in the city 300 or 400 men, many of
whom came out from England with the
promise of wealth in slore for them here—
I do not say that the Labour Government
brought them out or the Federal Govern-
ment—marching in unemployed demonstra-
tions. In this House we have heard mem-
bers of Parliament and ountside there have
been business people too, who have advo-
cated the employment of foreigners to the
detriment of their own flesh and hlood. Will

men of that type look at their chil-
dren and be able to say, pPerhaps
when they are going to their last

long Test, to them, “I was not one ol
those willing to see foreigners provided
with work while those who fought for the
eountry were not able to secure employ-
ment.” I claim that many of these mines
never could be made to pay while the pre-
sent system continues. The Golden Horse-
shoe and the Sons of (Gwalia mines were
unable to show a profitt. Why is that?
It is because thosec mines were manned
underground to the extent of Y8
per cent, foreizners. In such circum-
stances, those mines never could be made
to pay beeause those foreigners lack the
initiative of the Australian or British
miner. I had one experience on the Horse-
shoe. I was out of work and was supposed
to be one of those agitators. I was friendly
with the bosses, yet I could not get a job.
Underground there could not be found one
Britisher to 20 Ttalians. When I spoke to
one of the bosses he said, “I dg not think
we will put you on nnderground. You
ought to have a job on the surface.”” I told
him I was a2 miner and did not seek a sur-
face job. I did not get a job, and I was
three months out of work. The moment
my back was turned, however, eight for-
eigners were taken on,

Hon. E. H. Harris: What would you
advance as the reason for that?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Possibly the
manager could have said that T was an
inferior miner.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
been able to say that.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS:
would.

Hon. J. R. Brown:
ing to trap you!

He might not have
I know he

Look out, he is try-
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Hon. E. H. Harris: But surely there was
a reason.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: Of course, and
it was to be found in the palm-oil the
foreigners put in the hands of the boss and
thos secured the job. That was the ex-
planation. v

Hon. J. Nicholson: Had you not better
justify that statement?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Of course I
can.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I do not think it
is a fair thing to make such a statement
about pecple on the goldfields unless you
can justify vour allegation,

Hon. C, B. WILLIAMS: 1 have already
told the House that I happen to know the
ramifications of the industry, and I know
what these people do.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Have you one in-
stance you ¢an give us of such a thing
having been done?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: If I had an
instance that I could have proved, T would
certainly have done so long ago. As a law-
ver, the hon. member will admit that if I
were to offer him £5 to do a job for me, it
would be very hard to produce a third per-
son to prove that I had made that offer,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why make an allega-
tion like that, when you say you cannot
prove it? ’

Hon. C, B. WILLIAMS: Beeanse [
know. While I know that my statement
is trne, I also know that it is extremely
difficult to prove such an assertion. As a
lawyer, the hon. member will admit that
it is often possible to know that a thing
is true, and yet not be able to prove it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Such allegations as
you have made should not be made unless
vou have proof.

Hon, E. H, Hayris: Has the hon. mem-
ber ever said that outside?

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: Yes. I have
said it and will say it again any time [
like. T do not know what protection I am
afforded by the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Council. I have not been here
long enough to learn that. I am not afraid
to make my statements outside.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is a most unjust
charge to make against the mine managers
and others to whom vou have referred.

Hon. J. R. Brown: It is done every day
in Kalgoorlie.
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Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am not mak-
ing any unjust charge against them at all.
I say there are men in the industry who
would not employ these men and give them
preference unless there was the reason that
I have given.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
them of bribery.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: T am.
Hon. J, Nicholson: Then you should
justify that charge.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
hon. members to allow Mr.
proceed with his speech.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Look out for the legal
mind.

Hon, C. B, WILLIAMS: I amm not
worrying ahout legal minds or anything
else. After all, a legal mind is merely
a legal mind; justice is another matter. I
have been sorry indeed to hear preference
urged for foreigners while hundreds of our
kith and kin have been unable to secure em-
ployment. If our own kith and kin could
secure employment, I would not be speak-
ing along these lines. The time may come
when I shall be able to draw the attention
of hon. members of this House to the unpa-
triotic stand they have taken on this oec-
casion, In Kalgoorlie if we had, say, 700
Britishers employed instead of the for-
cigners 1t wounld mean at least an addi-
tional 1,500 souls to the population. Instead
of the money paid fo the foreigners going
out of the country, the wages earned by the
British workmen would remain in the eoun-
iry. Of eourse, I know that one who speaks
along the lines I have adopted and protests
sgainst the employment of foreigners, is,
politically speaking, asking to have his
head cut off.

Hon, Sir William Lathlain: What is the
proportion of foreign miners to the Brit-
ishers?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Underground
from 20 to 25 per cent. At the Sons of
Gwalia the percentage would be 95 in fav-
our of foreigners. That was the position un-
til the Government granted the manage-
ment there an advance of £75,000 with the
stipulation they had to employ Britishers.

Hon. E, H. Harris: That was merely a
suggestion.

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: No. The Min-
ister for Mines informs me that that was

You are accusing

I must ask
Williams to
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the stipulation made. The same applied at
the Horsehoe mine,

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Has the Sons of
Gwalia mine being paying?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: No, not for
years. That was due to the faet that the
management would not employ Brifish
miners and they suffered in consequence, just
us the Horseshoe mine and other mines
have suffered.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Ts thai stipulation
carried out at the Sons of Gwalia mine?

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS:; I understand
that if is earried out and that any Britisher
going there can get a job. Recently the sec-
retary of the local union was at Boulder and
we asked him that question. He told us
that the stipulation was being chserved and
that if we had any British miners desiring
employment, we conld send them along.

Hon. W. .J. Mann: What is the propor-
tion at Kalgoorlie ¥ :

. Hon. C. B. WILLTIAMS: The percent-
age of foreigners there is about 20. The
‘managements there require men with braing
about their plants. They do not put foreign-
.ers in charge of the gold, but put them on to
the rongh work.

Hon, W. J. Mann: Then that bears out
wlhat Mr; Hamersley said.

Hon. C. B, WILLTAMS: T do not sub-
seribe to the statements made by Mr. Ham-
ersley, particularly when Britishers are out
of work. We have heard mine managers ad-
voeating the introduction of black labour.
They have said that work nnderground is
not for white men. In view of the fact that
600 men have been taken out of the mines
suffering from tuberculosis, I am inelined
to agree that the work is not for whife men.
The fact remains that there are white men
wanting that work and we do not want black
labour introduced into this country. It is
wrong to say that because there iz rough
work to be done, the Britishers eannot do it,
but the foreigners ean get the work. I
know that the great reason for employing
foreigners in land clearing is that they clear
it cheaply.

Hon. J. R. Brown: (Cheap and nasty!

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS:  They work
long hours and do not demand the standard
of conditions that Australians and Britishers
require. If that policy is to be carried to
jts logical conclusion, we must learn from
what has happencd elsewhere. We can look
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at what has happened in some parts of
America and what is happening in Queens-
land. There the foreigners took contrel of
the farming operations and that is what
will happen in this State if we allow for-
eigners to get on the land and farm it.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: But 2 per
cent. only can come here.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That is all

moonshine,
Hon. Sir Wiiliam Lathlain: No. It is not.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Let the hon.
member go to Kurrawang and see the hun-
dreds of foreigners there.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And how long have
they been there?

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: TFor vears, and
they are still going there. .

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I was dealing
with the question of alien labour as it
affected farmers, who probably want cheap
labour. Let me point out where that is likely
to cnd. If the farming land of this State
fell into the hands of settlers ecoming from
overseas and unaccustomed to our standard
of living, probably the farmers would not be
protected as they are to-day, but would have
to sell their wheat without the Government
assistance they have received for vears
Probably the cheaper labourers might be
able to undersell them in wheat, and then all
their efforts at clearing the land would have
proved unavailing. T think I have said
enough to show that our people owe some-
thing to the land of their.hirth and to the
race from which they have sprung. In all
instances one should give preference to his
own kith and kin hefore thinking of giving
work to foreigners. 1 see quite enough of
foreigners in everyday life to satisfy me,
and I was astounded to hear members say
that work should be piven to those people
while hundreds of our own race are walking
the streets and clamouring for bread. I now
wish to direct the attention of the Govern-
ment to anomalies in the Workers' Com-
pensation Aet. One relates to the lump sum
settlement for miners’ phthisis under the
third schedule. Under that sehedule a man
is entitled to compensation in the shape of
half wages up to £750, tut should he seek
a lump sum settlement, after six months, a
deduction of four per cent., is made. That is
in sccordance with a decision of the Kal-
goorlie magistrate. He has allowed the in-
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surance office—the State insurance office—
four per cent. for a lump sum settlement.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is the State Insurance
Office still going¥

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes; I under-
stand it is heing ecarried on under the law
of the land.

Hon. . W. Miles: I do not think it is the
law of the land.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Tt is under the lap
here.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I may be wrong.
but I thought the Government obtained
authority from this House to deal with
workers’ compensation insurance under the
third schedule. Anyhow, sueh insurance is
being earried on and fortunately so, far
otherwise the people of the State would have
to bear the liability. If the mining com-
panies had to pay the premium that the ont-
-side insurance companies reguire, they would
have to close down, not that that would do
very much harm. Still, we need the gold and
it has to be got, and the men enguged in get-
ting it are entitled to their compensation.
Should a man come under the third schedule,
Lie has to face a court case. The State In-
suranee Office wanted six per eent. for a
lump sum settlement, but the magistrate
-awarded four per cent. Still, it is an in-
-justice that that deduetion should be made.
If 2 man loses two arms or two legs he re-
ceives £750, but a man who loses his health
.and has probably only 12 or 18 months to
live—few of them live much longer than that
—is entitled to a lump sum fo enable him
to start a little business which his wife and
children might be able to earry on. 1 kuow
that the Labour Government do not stnd
for that sort of thing, and I hope that an
amendment will ke introdueed this session to
rectify it. An amendment made to the Gav-
ernment Bill at the instigation of Mr. Ned-
don should be reconsidered. No doubt Alr
Seddon thought he was doing rigkt when he
moved the amendment embodied in Section
7 to allow of the payment of a peicentoge.
Subsection 13 of that section reads -

Subject to the provisions of this section, if
a worker, disabled by disease from earning full
wages at the work at which he was employed,
is found to be suffering from a disense to
which this section does not apply, and also from
silicosis, pneumoconiosis, or miners’ phthisis,
‘and his disability is partially caused by such
dndustrial discase due to the nature of his em-
ployment, the worker shall be entitled to a
proportionate part of the compensation pay-
able under this section apportioned to the
degree to which such disability is ecaused by
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gilicosis, pneumoeoniosis, or miners’ phthisis
as the ense may be.

When Mr, Seddon moved his amendment he
mirht have thought he was doing some-
ttine usefnl for the mine workers.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That would allow of
men getting some eompensation who hitherto
could not get anything.

Hon, C. B. WILLTAMS: I should like the
hon. member to tell me of any such case.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There are cases.

Hon. C. B. WILLEIAMS: I should like the
hon. member to tell me a case. I have been
in close toueh with this class of worker dur-
ing the last few years and T am satisfied that
the provision should be amended. There
were a couple of men who were pronounced
as having 50 per cent. silicosis and 50 per
cent. something else, and who did not receive
compensation, but at present they are re-
ceiving it.

Hon, H, Seddon: 'One of them has not got
it yet.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Probably the
hon. member knows the ease. I think he is
referring to a man named Davis.

Hon. H. Seddon: Yes.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Probably the
hon. member is eorrect. That man was ad-
judged to be suffering from 10 per cent.
silicosis, The provision as it stands in the
Aet has a boomerang effect. When a man
suffering from miners’ phthisis knocks off
work, he does so on account of the phthisis
and not on account of other complaints from
which be might be soffering. He has prob-
ably worked for years while suffering from
rupture, weak heart or even weak head. T
sometimes think that all miners must be
suffering from weak head or they wounld not
g0 into the mines. When the doctors discover
that a man is suffering from weak heart or
some complaint of the kind, it is apportioned
aceordingly, but if any of the doctors in
charge of the Government laboratory at Kal-
goorlie are asked, they say definitely thai
they cannot define the perecentage of silicosis
in a man’s lungs. Yet when it ecomes to a
question of compensation, they can discover
it and bring it down to a very fine point
Let me quote the case of a man named Tom
Smith. The present doctor at the laboratory
said he was suffering from ten per cent.
silicosis, Of course that is nothing; it is
neither here nor there. We had a medical
board eonvened and Dr. Mitchell said that
the dector in the laboratory did not
know what he was talking about. The three
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doctors did not waste ten minutes in
concluding that the man was suffering
100 per eent. silicosis and was incapaei-
tated from working. I hope the Gov-
ernment will reconsider that subseetion
because it is of no henefit to anvbody. The
Act says that when a man is unable to fol-
low his oceupation and earn his usnal wages,
he shall be ecompensated. Although we
have had to fight for compensation, we havs
eventually obtained it, but the provision ia
Section 7 is going to be of no use to any
sufferers under the third schedule. T hops
the matter will be considered this session
go that it can be amended to give satisfac-
tion to the men concerned,

Hon. E. H, Harris: The Goverament aec-
cepted the amendment withont 2 word.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: And when the
miners’ representatives approached the Gov-
ernment, the Government blamed Mr, Sed-
don and this House for it. I understand
that Mr. Harris was one of the managers
at the conference.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We are blamed for all
their mistakes.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not favour
giving the mining industry another shilling
of assistance until such time as the mines
are worked on a systematic basis for the
benefit of the shareholders and not for the
few men who have control. I wish to snpport
the remarks of Mr. Cornell regarding the
railway lines required in the South Pro-
vince. A big land settlement scheme is to
be embarked upon in that provinee shortly.
At present, large numbers of men are being
settled there. In the miners’ settlement at
Southern Cross, there are between 80 and 90
men, We thank the Government for their
humane action in taking those men out of
the mines and giving them an opportunity
to live a little longer than they would have
done had they remained in the mines. Let
me revert for a moment to the question of
the foreigners. None of those men in the
miners’ settlement is under 40 years of age.
All of them have worked from 25 {o 30 years
in the mines. Now they have gone to the
miners’ seitlement and are able to clear the
land and make a living while clearing it.
They are paid 30s. a day. The payment
was 25s. a day, but it was increased to 30s.
on accouni of the men's health. None of
those men is complaining except on the score
of the water supply. It seems to me thal
Government undertakings are often carried

[COUNCIL.]

& certain distance, but not far enough. A
line of pipes was laid and was stopped six
miles short of where it was required. L
am lHaming, not the Government, but the
officials. Those men have to cart water for
distances up to nine miles and pay £3 per
hundred gallons for it, whereas another six
miles of piping would have served them.
The men have offered to lay the pipes if
the Government will provide them. It is
a shame that men should be put on the land
and should then have to pay such a charge
for water when it eould be made available
to them at the expense of 6 miles of piping.
I trust the Minister for Goldfields Water
Supply will make available the six miles of
pipes, so that those men will have the water
brought within two or three miles of them.
We are anxious fo learn whether the line
from the Esperance district is to be run
from Salmun Gums westwards, or whether
the strongest and longest pull will come
from the Kalgarin or Ravensthorpe distriet.
I hope that the settlers who are 30 or 40
miles from a railway will be given relief
as soon as possiblee  The Government
should display some of the broad vision that
characterised our statesmen of 25 or 30
years ago. Sir John Forrest built the Fre-
mantle harbour and the Goldfields Water
Supply and trusted to posterity to pay for
them. Those works were in the interests
of the State, and on the prosperity of Kal-
goorlie the State was practically huilt up.
I hope the Government will not worry about
showing any surplus and that next year
we shall not hear the same ery about the
unemployed, There are plenty of railway
lines required in that district and 1 trusé
that as soon as the Government ean get the
money to build them, they will push on with
the construcfion so that settlers will be
brought within reasonable distance of facili-
ties to carry their wheat to market. I have
very little to say with regard to unemploy-
ment. It is one of the subjects, my views
on which agree with those of Mr. Cornell.
I have been associated with a few demon-
strations in my time, demonstrations of un-
employed and of other people, but I have
always Delieved in law and order. Still,
when a ecrowd of men march in orderly pro-
cession, such as the unemployed usually do,
they try to show to the people the trouble
they are in. In the recent instance, if the
unemployed had not adopted the stand they
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actually took, there would not have been
any hurry-up to get them work, Everybody
would have taken the snbject of unemplox-
ment as a matter of course, and no notice
would have been taken. As soon as the men
demonstrated, the people and the powers
that be took notice. With all demonsira-
tions of this kind, as soon as the police be-
gin to interfere and start to kiek, well then
there are kicks in return, and then perhaps
a riot is started, and there follows a bad ad-
vertisement for the eountry. I am glad that
the trouble in the recent demonstrations did
not go very far. If there had been any de-
sire 10 cause trouble, it would have been
caused long before the police took a hand.
It iz not right that the police should bhe
brought into the matter at all. It would be
sufficient for one policeman to march with
the men to keep them in order. Oue police-
man could do just as much as a lot of gal-
loping troopers. There is another matter to
which I wish to refer, though it is hardly
worthy of notive, Life is too serious to
worry about trifles such as Mr. Cornell men-
tioned here, but in justice to the Premier
I must allude to it. It is the question of
the Premier using a Government ear in go-
ing throngh the Esperance district and nol
inviting the members of the distriet fo join
him. 1 did not complain when the hen.
member used Government stamps lo warn
everyone along the track that Mr. Collier
was not game to address a meeiing at Boul-
der, that he had left the train at Conlgardis
to proceed to Esperanee, and fo beware of
any eleventh hour promises that might ve
made.

Hon. E. H. Harns:
that warning.

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: No, they did
not. Mr. Collier never made any promises
that he was not able to keep.

Hon. J. Cornell: I ask the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw the statement that I used
Government Stamps on telegrams T sent to
Esperance. 1 zent the telegrams but did
nof nse Governmeni stamps.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I did not say
you did; I asked whether you did. Anvhow,
I will accept the statement that you did
not. 1 do not know whether Mr. Collier
used a Government ear or not; I was only
conrerned about winning the election with
his zood assistance. Further than that,
the hon. member may not know that Mr.
Collier has received congratulations from

They did not need
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the Esperanece Road Board for the good
work he has done for the distriet and the
State generally. The Esperance Road
Board, the hon. member will admit, is far
from being a supporter of the Labour
Party. XNeither did I mention that I have
seen the Hon. James Cornell riding in a
mines car at Coolgardie with an in-
spector of mines who should have
been  attending to his work at the
Lloyd George Mine. I say nothing about
that, and the hon. member should be
the last to tackle the Premier of the State
for using a Government motor ear in the Es-
perance district. But is the country get-
ting so paltry that the Leader of the Gov-
ernment must go eap in hand to the hon.
member or to a member of another place
before lie can use one of the Government
cars? I should have treated the remarks
with the contempt they deserved. Other
people see things, but they are not such
nosey Parkers. 1 will leave it at that. To
my mind the hon. member’s reference to
this subject is paltry. For what Mr. Col-
lier did in support of my election I am
grateful, and he nlso did something for
the State.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
you in?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber knows that the Premier did something
for the State when he brought me in. I
am very pleased the hon. member realises
that open confession is good for the soul:
it is one of the best statements he ever
made. I am not saying anything about
the gentleman I defeated; he is a friend
of mine. So far as the employment of
foreigners is concerned, I appeal to the
people as Britishers always to employ their
own counfrymen. I support the motion,

When he brought

HON W. T. GLASEEEN ‘South-East)
[7.50]: I again wish to join issue with the
other speakers in extending a welcome to
the new members of this House, and
while doing that I desirg to express
regret at the absence of those who fell by
the wayside. I also take this opportunity
to congratulate the newly appointed Hon-
orary Minister (Mr. Kitson), During my
first association with him in this House T
found him to be a good logical and analy-
tical reasoner, moderate in hiz views, and
T am sure he will adorn his new position
in this Chamber. While saying that, I
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congratulate the member who has just
resumed his seat upon his maiden speech.
It is because of what he said that I have
risen to my feet. I had no intention of
speaking to-uight, but I thonght that while
his remarks were fresh in my mind T would
like to make some eomment upon them.
Never during my Dbrief sojourn in this
House have I listened to such serious al-
legations as the hon. member made with
regard to the mining industry. In effect
he told us that the industry was absol-
utely scething with corruption, and the
form the eorruption was taking was a form
of brivery, He said he considered {he in-
efficiency of the mines at Kalgoorlie and
at other centres was mainly brought into
Leing bocause of the effect of inefficient
labour, and that that labour consisted of
what we on the goldficlds called, not Ital-
1ans, but dages—the term by which we al-
ways knew the foreigners. The hon. mem-
ber told us that on one mine there were
employed 90 per cent. of these foreigners,
and thev had no justification for being
there other than the justification of having
got there by giving something in the shape
of palm oi! to the shift bosses. That is a
most serious accusation to make, and I can
cnly coneclnde that if that is so, and these
men have been employed in the mines for
n considerable time, it is impossible for
the bribery business to rest with the shift
hosses, that it must permeate the whole
of the management as well, because no
manager of a mine with any common sense
of perception could long reign in his job
withéut heing well aware what was taking
place. The hon. member told the House
he was not afraid to make this statement
anywhere; he would make it in the street
as he was making it here, and he added,
“Those people well know what T am speak-
ing about bhecanse I suppose they read
‘Hansard.!” That is not the point. The
point is that a statement made in Parha-
ment. is mads under special privilege, and
if it be libellcus, ne one outside has any
redress. My suggestion is this, that if there
15 any truth in the statement, it is deplor-
able in the extreme, and the hon. member
has his remedy. To be logical and to he
complete he has no alternative hut to puf
the necessary machinery in mofion and
move for the eonstifution of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the truth or other-
wise of the statements he made. With re-
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gard to the management of the mines, all
1 can say is that I know one particular
manager intimately. The gentleman to
whom 1 refer has held a respoesible posi-
tion almost since the inception of the
mining industry, that position being the
chairmanship of the Chamber of Mines. I
make this statement that he at least stands
high above corrnption, and having bheen
associated with the industry for so long
and so honourably, T eannot conceive that
he would not have any knowledge of what
the lon. member suggested had taken place.
Anyhow, I am not saying that the state-
ments are false or true: I am merely say-
ing that they have becn made in this House,
and the only logical procedure to follow
seeing that the accusations are so serious, is
to go on with the job to its conelusion and
conduct an inquiry through the medium of
a Royal Commission, That iz all T have ta
say about that. Some members have ex-
pressed regret that in the Governor's Speech
the whole of the legislative programme of
the Government was not outlined. I do not
know that it is possible to outline the whole
of the legislation in a Governor’s Speech,
hecause very often legislation comes along
as the eircumstances of the session unfold
themselves, and it would be impossible to
have any indication of the whole of the
measures it was contemplated to bring he-
fore the House. There are at least two
specific Bills referred to in the Speech, and
they relate to redistribution and profiteer-
ingz. The Housce was rather indebted to Mr.
Brown for the speech he made last night
in which he indieated in one particular in-
stanee the line that the sugeested lep,'is_lf_ation
was going to follow. I can only say taal
if that line is followed. doctors and lawyers
are in for a robten time. I was very swry
to hear the hon. membey say that he had
had an unfortunate experience with doetors.
My experience has been just the reverse.
My cxperience of the medical profession
has been of the happiest kind and I wiil
ever feel indebted to one member of it for
an operation performed which saved my
life. T do not care what bill is sent in--1
have not reeeived it vet—but when
I pay it I will consider that I am
paying good wvalne for services ren-
dered. Taking special instances, we may
find, perhaps, that there are guacks amongst
lnwyers and quacks amongst doctors, anc I
would also venture to say there are quacks
amongst members of Parliament who are
not rendering serviees contmensurate with
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the salaries they receive. If that is the line
the profiteering Bill is going to follow, 1
have not much hope for it. There iz one
big proposal, to my mind the biggesi pro-
posal ever undertaken in this State, or ia
any State of Australia—I refer to the
3,500 farms scheme. That is a colossal
undertaking, and possibly when it is finished
there will be an expenditure of £10,000,000
invo'ved. I think it will eclipse the group
settlement scheme in magnitude. We ought
to congratulate ourselves on having such a
splendid belt of country still unsettled and,
judging by recent applieations for land,
that we bave in our own population almost
sufficient intending setilers to ocenpy the
blocks to be allocated. But I would sound
a note of warning. We have had experience
of rushing pell mell into hig schemes in-
volving millions of money, and generally as
time went on, we found ourselves in a posi-
tion from which the only esecape was the
writing off huge amounts of over-
capitalisation. Contemplating this scheme
of 3,500 farms and a possible expendi-
ture of £10,000,000, I +would suuggest
that at the very initial stages the wisest thing
to do would be to take warning by our ex-
perience of the group settlement scheme.
In respect of that scheme, after having to
write off a couple of million pounds, we
conceived the idea of appointing a board of
men wha knew the job, and assigning to
them the task of re-allotting the blocks in
order to pive each settler a chance to work
out an independence and a home. The
same grave danger underlios this new hoge
scheme. It is of no use making gpeeches
and claiming that evervthing in the garden
will be lovely. If we look up the refurns
of ineome taxation, a most reliable criterion,
we shall find that the great majority of
farmers, well established, with facilities at
their doors, and more fertile fields to cul-
tivate than those out in the new area,
nevertheless have not had to pay any income
tax, simply because they are not earning
sufficient income. If that is so in our move
fertile areas, with lesser railway freights,

and with lesser fertility, it is going
to be still more accentuated in those
outer arcas. If this scheme is not

taken hold of at the very beginning, as
the gromp settlement scheme has recently
been taken hold of, we shall find it in
much the same position in ten years’ time
as that other great project in the South-
West. If we are wise, from the very initia-
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tion of the work we shall appoint three or
four, or five or six of the best and most
practical men and say to them, ‘‘There is
the job. It is your work to see that it is
carried on along economically sound lines.”
if that is done, probably we shall avoid many
grave mistakes that must otherwise oecur.
There is much that might be said re-
garding the existing system of railways and
the present method of levying freight upon
primary production. In looking over the
Year Book for 1926, I found that up to that
period the State had spent £20,000,000 on
railway eonstruction, Side by side with
that I found an item of just under £1,000-
000 representing interest on the capital con-
strunetion.  Alongside that again was an
item showing that the total working
cost of the railways in 1926—operhaps it is
stil more now-—was £2,500,000. Sei-
ting that beside the £1,000,000 representing
interest on capital construetion, we find
that # means between 30 per cent. and 40
per cent. of the total. The system is this:
Freightage on the railways is based to meet
running costs, administrative charges and
interest on capital, If there is anything in
our public service that constitutes what we
might eall a national facility, it is the rail-
ways. At the present time those who pay
the freight are paying the capital cost of
congtruetion and paying also running
charges. That is a false principle. The in-
terest on capital expenditure on a national
facility should be a charge against Consoli-
doted Revenue, not against freight, If we
take the £1,000,000 interest against the £2.-
500,000 running costs, and if we were to
wipe that off and make it a charge against
Consolidated Revenue, we could reduce the
freight charges on primary production by
between 30 per cent. and 40 per cent. Were
that done we would find a tremendous re-
vival in all things that comstitute primary
production. Light lands—and there are mil-
lions of acres of them—would be made pro-
fitable, and the mines of Kalgoorlie just
below the point of production could be
breught into active operation as the result
of that 30 per eeni. or 40 per eent. redue-
tion in freights. Those mines, hundreds of
them would employ thousands of men and
come into operation again. And so we
would get more revenue indirectly from that
process than is represcnted by the interest
on capital cogt of railway construetion. I
suggest this might well be considered. I
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do not think any part of the interest on the
capital eost of the construetion of railways
should be embodied in the freightage charged
on primary production. I have something
I specially wish to mention, and I hepe the
Chief Secretary will listen attentively,
for it is a subject that concerns his depart-
ment. It has to do with the education of
school children in the country. Some years
ago it was thought that parents in the coun-
try, living more than three miles from a
scbool were at some disadvantage, and the
Edueation Department drew up regulations
under which those parents would be grantert
a driving allowance of 6d. per child per
day. That obtained for a considerable time.
Then the Education Department found they
were paying more than they had expeeted
when the regulation was drawn up.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Because the regula-
tion was Jargely abused.

Hon. W, T. GLASHEEN: Tt was never
sbused. Fresh regulations were made, to
the effeet that any parent with a net in-
come of over £400 would not be able to ¢laim
the school driving allowance, I mention this
becanse a particular friend of mine lately
showed me his income tax assessment. That
assessment revealed that he had a mnet in-
come of £140. Tn view of this, he naturally
eoncluded that he was qualified to claim the
sehool driving allowance for his children, of
whom he had six, all of school age. Sinee
he was entitled to deduet £560 per child from
his income tax return, a total reduetion of
£300, his net income for taxation purpose
was only £140. Bui when he applied for
the school driving allowance he got the as-
tounding reply that he was not qualified at
all, thai although, according to fhe Taxa-
tion Department, his net income was £140,
yet since the Education Department did not
recognise any deduetion for children in the
assessment, his net income was, not £140,
but £440,

Hon. E. H. Gray:
with that?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Only that
the number of children that man had, dis-
qualified him from geiting the school driving
allowance. I specially draw the Chief See-
retary’s attention to that. Moreover, I want
to draw his attention to this: In the eily at
present, irrespective of whether or not a
man is a millionaire, his children attending
the State school travel over the State rail-
ways, if not for nothing at all, at any rate

Well, what is wrong

[COUNCIL.]

for a merely nominal charge. If a man
in the city having a large inecome has also
that concession in respect of his children,
then if there is sincerity in the popular
assertion that we wish to treat genmerously
the people in the back country, let us give
them their school driving allowanee, irre-
spective of income, The £400 net ineome
would not be so unsatisfactory if it were
based on the inecome taxation assessment.
But when ithe Education Department act-
ually use a man’s children fo bring up his
income to £440, I can only say I am amazed
at such a policy, Before sitting down 1
wish to again draw attention to that 3,500
farms scheme.  You, S8ir, represenfing a
porfion of the great ares to be developed hy
that scheme, must know the geography of
thalt area just as well as I do. Consequently
vou will realise that, going throngh Narem-
been and Kalgarin and arcund to Kulin,
one strikes the Fremantle zone, In other
words, all the products from that distriet
must go to Fremantle. Neo scheme of that
magnitude ecan ever be complete unless
effectively linked by the shortest possible
rounte with the port to which it will deliver
its products. Knowing the distriet as yon
do, Sir, you will not need to be told that
all the produce that comes from that huge
area down to Kulin will have to go to Fre-
mantle, When we consider the great cartage
charges Kalgarin people for years have had
to pay for lack of a railway to Kondinin, it
will be seen that in the aggregate, those
charges would sulfice to build the railway.
The peint is that # has all to go, when Kal-
garin and the surrounding districts are
linked up with Kondinin, right around
through Narrogin, 1i strikes the erow-line
from XKalgarin and Brookton and on tn
Armadale, When it geis to Brookton there
s another loop to Spencer’s Brook, and each
loop is approximately 40 miles in length, ag-
gregating 80 miles of excessive freightagze
on all the produets that will be de-
livered from that proportion of the 3,600
farms scheme. TIn spite of the stafe-
ment of the Premier to a deputation a little
while ago that be will not shorien any ex-
isting route while there are yet people with-
out any railway at all, T assert that that
scheme, which we all hope and trust will be
entirely successful, will never be linked into
effectiveness with a line straight throngh
from Kalgarin to Fremantle. Tt has been
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indicated that already the decision has been
arrived at that a line should be run from
Southern Cross southward, terminating at
Lake Grace.  Knowing the geographical
position so well, and the great possibilities
of that part of the country, for I live not
far from it, and have been engaged for 17
vears on the job, I breathe the hope that
no authority on matters of railway con-
struetion will be so short-sighted as to stop
at Lake Grace, and that the line will con-
tinue from there to the coast, and proceed
until it reaches the Albany harbour. Il
is my earnest hope that this will be done.
1 have recently travelled over almost the
whole of (he wheat belt. Daoring my many
vears’ experience as a farmer I ean truth-
fully say 1 have never seen befter indica-
tions everywhere for a bumper harvest than
I bave seen lately. I believe that a 40-
million bushel yield is in sight for (this
season. and that we ean havdly fail to get
it.  With the possibility of a 40-million
bushe! vield, and with the great 3,500 farms
scheme in view, founded as I hope it will ba
npon suceessful lines, placed mnder cffee-
tive management, and supported by an
efficient means of railway transport, with-
out heing unduly opiimistie, I eannot take
any other view than that a great future
inda2d lies before this wonderful State.
I have pleasure in snpporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholsen, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.18 p.m.

Hegislative Hasembly,
TWednesday, 15th August, 1928,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
SCHEMES.

My, LINDSAY (for Mr. Thomsbn) aske
ihe Premier: 1, What is the estimated cos
of increased aceommodation in Fremantl
harbour to the proposed new bridge, an
the number of berths provided? 2, Wha
is the estimated cost of the outer harbou
scheme suggested by Mr. Stileman, and th
number of berths provided? 3, What is th
cstimated cost of the river extension, in
cluding Rocky Bay, as proposed by Si
(feorge Buchanan, and ihe number o
herths provided? 4, What provison ha
heen made in the Stileman scheme as ad
opted by the Government for (a) a gravin,
Jdoek: (b) the sngpested site; (e) the es
timated cost?

The MTNISTER FOR RAILWAYS (fo
The Premier) replied: 1, The informatio
is given in the Engineer-in-Chief’s repori
viz,—£2,000,000 and 5,750 feet of wharl
2, Both the eost and the number of berth
provided will depend on the probable re
quirements of the traffic when the tim
comes to put the work in hand. The de
sign is one whieh will enable the work t
te carried out stage by stage as and whe
additional aceommodation becomes neces
sary to deal with the trade of the port. 3
Sit (enrge Buchanan’s estimate was £6,
747,000, This figure, however, makes m
provision for the dredging required, no
for lamd resumption, which would both ad
very maferially to the estimate. Length o
fuay provided was 28,300 feet. 4, No sit
has hkeen seleeted for a future gravin
dock. The probability that constroction o
rueh a doek or its equivalent will eventu
ally be necessary is fully realised and pro
vided for. The netual site will very largel;
depend on where suitable foundations ar
available, and these will almost entirel;
covern the cost.

QUESTION—BEEY CATTLE SUFPPLY

My, SLEEMAN asked the Minister fo
Agrientture: 1, Has he seen the report of
the butchers’ meeting in the “West Austra
lian” of the 14th, in which Mr. Warner say:
that if he could get space on the State
boats he could land eattle at £11 each?® 2
Ts the implication by Mr. Warner that h
could not get space on the State boats cor



